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arks on the Deftroying and Taking the French Frigots and Galleons at Vigo. On the 
ge Miche ‘Ships taken in the Welt-Indies by Admiral Benbow. On the Ser- 
mon heard by the Country-man at London. On the New Teflament for the Phanaticks. 


On the Quakers Comical Song. * 
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obf. We, Nter, honeft Country-man, you have 
: k ftay’d a long time at London this 


bout; but i hope you have brought 
us the more News. 

Country-m. 1 could not come home on Satur- 
day Night, and fo I ftay’d all Sunday to hear a 
London Sermon, But for your Comfort, Mr. 
Obfervator, the Citizens fay yow are either a 
Conjurer, or 4 Prophet, or elfe you have better 
Intelligence than the Government, for on Sa- 
turday Morning, after I had fet up my Horfe in 
the Burrough, 1 went to a Coffee-Houfe in Lon- 
don, where fome Gentlemen were Reading your 
Paper, and teok particular Notice how Pofitive 
you were that the next Lisbon Mail would bring 


firoy’d the Frevich Frigots and Gaileons in the 
Harbour of Vigo; 1 believe ’em to be all True 
Englifbmen that were in the Company, for all 
of em heartily wifh’d you might prove a true 
Prophet, as indeed you did$ for in the After- 
noon the Lord Shannon arrived with an Exprefs 
from the Fleet, bringing Advice that we hed 
Taken and Deftroy’d all thofe Ships at /go, 
according to your Prophecy., 

Obf. There needs no Conjaration, ot the 
fpirit of Prophecy, to Foretel a*thing of this 
nature ; when Men aé& for the Intereft of their 
Country, we may make Natural Conclafions : 
It was as Natural for out Fleet in their Return 
from Cadiz, to Deftroy and Take all thofe 
Ships at Vigo, as. it’s Reafonable for you'to Kill 
aFox that is got among your Poultry: Tt was 
23 impoflible for our Minifters to over-look 
this thing, as it is for an Aftronomer to over- 
look the Coeleftial Globe. Natural Reafon in 
an Honeft Man, will direé&t him very far in the 
Manegement of Publick Affairs: And I tell 
thee, Friend, this Blow at Vigo makes France 
Stagger-as much-as that did at Le Hogue; for 
tho’ thofe Frigots at Vigo were les Valuable 
than thofe-at Le Fiague, yet France was never 
lefs able to foffer fach a Lofs of het Shipping: 
This in fome meafure makes us amends for our 
Difappoiritment at Cadiz, and is one happy ftep 
towards the Retrieving of our Reputation. 

Country-m,. Bat, Sir, ate our Men able to 
wg Nec Ships home to England ? Will it 
hot Weaken our Fleet to put Men on Board 
taefe Ships ? 3 

Obf. Not inthe leaft; it will rather Eafe our 
Own Ships, which are burthened- with Soldiers ; 
We need. put but jaft. Men esovgb on Board 
thofe Ships to Sail them, their Complement 
may be made wp with Soldiers, who will be able 
to afift theman many things aboard Ship,as in 
heaving at the Windlafs or Capftern, @c. In 
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Board Ship in Charging, Spunging and Tra- 
verfing the Guns; and if they have occafion to 
make*ufe of finall Arms, that is a Bufinefs they 
have been bred to: Never fear thofe Ships be- 
ing brought home, we have Men enough in the 
Fleet to bring home three times that nember; 
But my Natural Politicks tell me, the Land 
Forces on Board the Flect will not return to 
England this Winter ; for if they Winter in 
Portugal, they may be ferviceable to that King- 
dom in cafe of a French or Spani/h Invafion, and 
they will be in, the Spring the better half of 
the way to Cadiz, and this will fave the better 
half of the Charge of their Tranfportation. 
But prithee, honeft Country-man, how do the 
People relifh this News at London? 
Country-m, Juit as they ufe to do things of 


> this nature; our Friends Rejoyc’d Exceedingly, 


and the Enemies of our Country prefently felt 
into the Pouts. I went into a Tavernin Grace- 
church. fireet with fome Friends, where we took 
a chirping Glafs to Her Majefties good health, 
His Royal Highnefs, the Duke of Ormond, and 
the Lord Azarlboroughs 1 ftay’d there till be- 
tween 10 and 11, and then made my Departure 
for Weflminfier, the Leyal Citizens had Hu- 
minated their Houfes alithe way as far as Tem- 
ple-Barr, in like manner as they us’d to-do at 
the Arrival of our late Glorious Monarch King 
William, of ever blefled Memory: We could 
not fee one Hovfe in that long walk which was 
not Iliuminated, and the Young Fry of Britons 
had planted all the Streets with Bonfires, But 
when we came without Temple-Barr, the whole 
Rejoycing was Eclipfed; we got out of Lighe 
into Darknefs , we had nothing but Lamp-Light 
to help us to Chasring-Cvofs. My Friend gave 
the Inhabitants abundance of Curfes ; but, fays 
he, we fhall fee fine Iluminations at White- Aral. 
When we came to Chairing-Crofs we look’d fore 
ward, and faw a tollerable ie againft the — 

the Admiralty-Office-Gate, but White-ball look’d 
very Black and Difmal, the good People which 
live there were not at all Il/uminated; 1 pro- 
teft, Mr. Obfervctor, my Spirit rofe againft em. 
Said I to my Friend, Is ie not a horrid fhame 
that thofe People who live on the Fat of the 
Land cannot afford fo much as one Farthing 
Candle on fo extraordinary am occafion of Re- 
joycing? Well faid I, if] paid no more Rent 
for my Hovfe than thefe Men, 1 would make a 
Bonfire of 20 Load of Faggots as foon as I 
came home. On I went, Grumbling in my 
Gizzard, as far as King-fircet, which} found in 
as deep Mourning as White-ball,except one Ale- 
houfe at thecorner of Downing-fireet, where my 
Friend and I took one Pot of Beer, becanfe we 

believed an Honeft Man kept the Houfe. 
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‘Bot the prettief Jeft of all was, as 1 was | 


coming back to my Horfe I found my old 
Friend ftaring at Sir Charles Duncombs Dial, in. 
the fame pofture I faw him after the News of 
Luzara, he figh’d very fadly, and told me this 
Damn’d News had quite fpoil’d his Hopes of 
little Mafter at St. Germains. I told him I always 
took him to be a Papift, and that | believed he 
worfhip’d one of the Wooden Images on that 
Dial, and fo left him to his Devotion. 

Obf. "Tis a great pity that Men fhould be 
fe abominably Wicked as to Mourn for any 
thing which occurs for the Intereft of their 
Country. This fhould make the Hearts of all 
true Engli/hmen Rejoyce; and indeed we have 
had many occafions of Rejoycing this Summer, 
and had not the Difappointment at Cadiz in- 
terrupted, we had had one continued Scene of 
Exultation, and the whole Summer had been 
a Jubilee; but lee us thank God for our Ad- 
vantages, and give due Honour and Refpect to 
fuch as have Faithftilly Served their Country, 
and Punifh fuch as have brought a Difreputa- 
tion upon it, as the only means to procure Blef- 
fings. But pray, Sir, what other News have 

ou? cz" 
" Country-m. I have a little more Sea-News 
for you, Mr. Obfervator; they have Advice from 
the Weft- Indies, That Admiral Bembow has taken 
and deftroyed 12 or 14 great Merchant Ships 
of the Frevcb richly Laden in thofe Parts; the 
Account they fay is very True, tho’ we want 
the Particulars. | 

Obf. The Sea as well as Land-Devils, have 
left Lewts XIV. this whole Simmer. Thereis 
a perfe& Rupture betrwixe him and Neptune, 
snd all the Tritons are Armed againft the ficat- 
ing Power of France. He has not got fo much 
as one AZaintenon among the Adermaids to foli- 
cit the flimy Tyrant of the Sea on his behalf, 
and the fame Fate attends him by Sea as well 
as Land. Let’em boaft of a Plate-Fleet from 
New Spain! What is that Purchafe to their Lofs 
at Vigo, and their Merchant Ships ? What Ha- 
vock has been made among their Bankers? 
Which, in conjunGion with the Lofs you {peak 
of in the Weft-Indies, and other Lofles at Sea, 
will make Statutes of Bankrupts in France as. 
Namerous as Merchants. It ts certain that a 
Maritim Country cannot maintain a War with- 
out Trade, and Trade cannot be fapported 
but by a porent Navy: Confider then the Con-. 
dition of Frasice at this Juncture, which is de- 
ftitute both of Trade and Shipping confider 
alfo the Condition of Eng which at this 
time is in fil} poff 
Ocean, and whofe Traders know little more of 
a War,than the French Prizes brought into their 
Ports; Trade indeed was never better fecured 


in a War than now, and this is but putting in | 


Practice the Political Principles of our Fore- 
fa:hets, who knew full well the Advantage of 
Trade to England, and that Armed Ships were 
the only fecurity co Commerce, and from hence 
was the Rife and Original of Doties upon 
Merchandizes. —+— Bat pray honeft Couztry- 
man, how did you like your Loudon Sermon? 
Country-m, Traly, Sir, the main Occafion of 
my ftaying in Town to hear a Sermon, was, 
Becaufe | had feen feveral Villanous Pamphlets 
Refledting-on the Clergy; and _ particularly 
thofe at Zondon, nay, the Right Reverend the 
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thefe Infamous Wretches? - 


effion of the Empire of the 
‘Scriptures and Religion; fuch as do.it are cet 


dy punifh’d by the Magiftrate, Itis not long 




































Bifhops, were not left out of their Scandals, ney 
thinks !, to Church willl go; and hear wha 
fort of Preaching they have at London; to Chyra 
l went, and. I proteft 1 never heard a 
Sermon in all my Life; the Gentlemans py- 
courfe was Eloquent and Strong, and yer {jj 
ed to the meaneit Capacity, it was Not Notioy, 
al, but Plain and Practical: For my part | With 
we had fuch a Miniftér in our Parifhs and Why 
fach Gentlemen as thefe fhould be Scandalizg 
by every vile Scribler,I can’t yet find theReafoy, 
* obf. The Reafon is plain, fach Gentleme, 
as thefe are the only Obftacles to Vite and fp, 
morality; the found Preaching and good Liy. 
ing of the Clergy, are two abominable thin 
in the Eyes of fome; who profefs them {ely 
Churchmen, but are fuch as hate all Godlines 
and even Moral Vertues + Ifa Clergyman be ng 
full as Vicious as themfelves, and if he labour 
and ftudies the Reformation of Mens Live; 
then prefently, is he by thefe People, branded 
for a Fanatick, and the fame do they fay. of hig 
if he be for Liberty and Property in Oppofi isn ty 
Tyranny; as if a Vertuous Godly Man, and ong 
that loves his Country, could not bea Minilg 
of the Church. I tell thee all theie Lies, ¢, 
lumnies, Railing and Libelling of the Clerg: 
arife only from this one thing, that they. . 
more Learned and Vertuous than in fui; 
years, and that they are Engli/hmen, and noter. 
clined to be French Vaffals; and take Notice 
when you will of thefe Mens Libels, and yoy 
will find ’em level’d at the beft Clergymi-nia 
England, and particularly the Right Reveread 
the Bifhops, of whofe Learning, Vertue, an 
Stedfaftnefs to the Intereft of their Country, 
we can never fay too much: But thefe Libelle 
are indeed for no Religion, fave that of a Cour, 
a Party, or Faétion, and would rather have 
Atheifm, Blafphemy, and Irreligion Preach’ 
up, than Chrift and him Crucify’d, anda Re 
ligious ftri& Life and Converfation. 
Country-m. Sir, yoo have hit the Point; ’tis 
all true what you fay. They begin to expole 
their Blafphemy at London publickly in Print 
Here’s a Pamphlet, I have bought ; itis called 
The New Teftament for Phanaticks ; this Paper is 
full of horrid Blafphemy, in which the Birth 
and Genealogy of our Blefled Saviour is ridi- 
culed and expofed after a Blafphemous manner; 
is not this an abominable Prattice in a Chriftian 
Country, that even the very being of a we 
fhould become the Subje& of the Banter 


Obf. 1 have often wonder’d that Parties cat’ 
not expofe one another without traducing th 


tainly the vileft of Men, and ought to be fevert 


ago I met with a Ballad, call’d, The Quakers Cw 
mical Song, wherein the Spirit of God was abo & 
minably Blafphem’d. Now toabufe a People 
Peaceable, who offend no Body, is highly Difie- 
genuous; but with them to abufe that Spirit by 
which all good Chriftians are Sealed to the day 


_of Redemption, is Prophane and Irreligious. 


This Song was Sung ina Booth at Bartbolome* 
Fair, and afterwards Printed, Song and Sold, 
publickly about the Streets of Londen. 

Country-m. 1 have feveral other Papers of 
the fame Nature, which I thell communicate # 
another Opportunity. 
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